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Ps ALM cxxii. 6. 


O pray for the Peace of Jeruſalem, 
they ſhall proſper that love ee 


T* Love of our Countrey, ad: the 
natural Effect thereof, a Concern for 
its Proſperity are Qualities every where 
ſo well ſpoke of, and ſo warmly profeſ'd by 
all Ranks, and Orders of Men amongſt us, 
that if the Words, and Profeſſions of Mens 
Mouths be, as they were deſign'd by Nature 
to be, the Language, and Dictates of their 
Hearts we ſhall have Reaſon to conclude, 
(however the Want of other Virtues may be 
the Reproach) yet That of Public-ſpiritednes 
cannot fail to be the diſtinguiſhing Characteri- 
ſtic of this Age: The P/a/mrit, who in him- 
ſelf had given an early Specimen of this Public 
Spirit, and Zcal for the Honour, and Safety of 
his Countrey, not onlv encourages here this ge- 
nerous Diſpoſition in others; but directs the 
moſt benefictal Exerciſe of it: The Peace of 

A 2 Jeru- 


[&@ 
- Yeruſalem, the Welfare of its Church, and State 
was a Hleſſing ſo truly valuable, ſo incluſive of 
the Happineſs of every individual Member of 
It, that He thinks it the Duty of Every Inha- 
bitant thereof to be in Eameſt ãbout it: Re- 
gard to the Intereſt of heir Brethren and Com- 
pamom was a generous Motive to wyh it all 
Proſperity; Zeal for the Howe and Worlbip of 
its God was an Argument of Piety zo feel to do 
4t Good; and the Conſideration of Both theſe 
made it their Duty to unite both in Affection 
among themſelves, and in ardent Prayers to 
God for the Peace of it as the happy Con- 
ſequent of public Piety, and National Unity — 
O pray for the Peace of Jeruſalem, they * 
proſper that love Thee. 

That my Diſcourſe may be agreable to the 
preſent Happy Solemnity,—I would, by Feru- 
falem underſtand our own native Countrey; — 
whereby I mean, not this Spot of Ground, this 
little Part of the Globe, whercon we were born, 
or whereof we are Inhabitants, but rather the 
Polity, the preſent Eſtabliſhment thereof both 
in Church, and State — Jeruſalem of old was 
neither her Hills, nor her Vallies The moſt 
conſtituent eſſential Parts of her were he Seats 
of Judgment, the Thrones of the Houſe of Da- 
vid, and the Temple of the Lord her God 


and 


[s] 
and by the Peace of 1t I mean, not ouly Plente- 
,ouſues within our Borders or Encreaſe of our 
Corn and Cattle—No— our Sheep may bring 
forth Thouſands, aud ten Thouſands in our Streets, 
our Oxen may be flrong to labour, and our Val- 
lies fland fo thick with Corn that they may laugh 
and ſing — and yet notwithſtanding the Ferti- 
lity of our Land, and the Strength and prolific 
Virtue of our Cattle; if there be leading into 
Captiviiy; if Law, Liberty, and Property be 
really unſafe, and uncertain, there will, never- 
theles, be juſt Reaſon for complaining in our 
Streets.——By the Peace of our Jeruſalem then 
1s to be underſtood, the Preſervation of our 
Religion, Laws, and Liberties — or, in Words 
of the ſame Importance, the Continuance of 
our preſent Happy Eſtabliſhment —The Poſſeſ- 
| tion of theſe makes our other Poſſeſſions a Bleſ- 
ſing, and diſtinguiſhes Jeruſalem the free City, 
from the Houſe of Bondage. 

In ſpeaking to theſe Words thus explain'd, it 
may be proper to ſhew: 


Hint, The Reaſonablenes and the Obliga- 
tions we are under of thus praying for the 
Peace of Jeruſalem. 

That the Kingdoms and Nations of the Earth 


are not under the Dominion of blind Fate, - 
= 
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left abſolutely to the Guidance, and Direction 
of weak Man, — but that 8 is an Eternal 
Mind which preſides over, and conducts all hu- 
man Affairs, — and that the Wiſdom, and Power 
of the ſame Infinite Being which at firſt created 
the World, are ſtill graciouſly exercis'd in the 
Government, and Adminiſtration of it, were 
important Truths, confeſs'd, and enforc'd by 
the wiſeſt Heathens, and put in Practice by 
their greateſt States, who on this avow'd Prin- 
ciple tounded all the Religion, and public Wor- 
{hip of their Gods. 

And as this great Truth is the neceſſary 
Foundation both of National Piety, and private 
Devotion, ſo that we might have no Scruples, 
or Doubts concerning it, there 1s no Doctrine 
more frequently, or more explicitly deliver'd in 
Holy Scripture than this. There not only a 
Varicty of Phraſes, but a glorious Series of won- 
derful Fas declare that — God ts King of Kines 
and Lid of Lords — That, Gd is the Judge of 
all the Faith, who piuteth Hos one, and ſerteth 
up another — That the Heare: « f Kines are in hs 
Fland, and Ile inrueth them whereſovever Ile 
wil; That good Laws, wile Counſels, and a 
prudent Adminiſtration are but flender Provifi— 
ons for the Peace of any Pcopie, if t God 
be not with them, ' who rurneth wile Men back- 
ward 


74 
ward and maketh their Knowledge fooliſh — That 
thoſe public Events in the Accompliſhment 
of which, the Addres, Skill, Courage, and o- 
ther Talents of Men are Ware conſpicuous, are 
not -brought about without the ſecret, but: 
powerful Concurrence of him, who /þ alle the | | 
Word, and it is done, who a gud it f 
fand fa faſt—in a word, That His is the King — 
dom, and the Power, and therefore . 10 Hom: 

ſhould be the Glory for ever. | 
Tis natural to conclude, however Pa Fact 

may be) that the Belief of this great Point, 

(for the Confirmation of which we have the 
concurrent Voice of Reaſon and Revelation, of 
the Courſe of Nature, and the Hiſtory of all 
Ages) ſhould moſt prevail among thoſe, who 
are moſt concerned in the different Influences 
of it: As therefore to exclude God, and his 
Government out of the World is an abſurd 
Scheme, tending little to the Honour, and leſs 

to the Comfort of Mankind in general, ſo does 
it, leaſt of all, deſerve the Countenance of thoſe 
in particular, who are more eminently the Mi- 
niſters, and Agents of Providence; inaſmuch as 

it at once robs them of one of the nobleſt Mo- 
tives to generous Enterpriſes for the Good of 
their People, and alſo of the moſt ſolid, and 
permanent Satisfaction that can attend their 


Succes 
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Succes in em: For, how empty is the Return? 
How fleeting the Pleaſure which Fame, and Po- 
pularity amongſt Men, beſtows for public Vir- 
tue; if compar'd with that true Joy, that laſt- 
ing Triumph of Mind, which flows from the 
lively Senſe of having the Concurrence, and Ap- 
probation of the Great, and Wiſe God therein? 
This Doctrine then has this Excellency in com- 
mon with other important Articles of our Reli- 
gion, the Belief thereof is as well the Happines, 
as Duty of every Man. If then it be true that 
no Foreſight, or Wiſdom of Man alone can ſut- 
ficiently provide for the Welfare of our Feruſa- 
lem. that no worldly Power, or Vigilance can 
protect and preſerve it, when provided for — 
that no Deſign for the Public Good can ſucceed 
except God be with the Undertaker if we are 
really convinc'd of theſe great Truths, we muſt 
think it fit, and reaſonable to invoke this Di- 
vine Aid by Prayer, and Supplication, and en- 
dcavor in Proportion to the Value we ſet upon 
(what is in it ſelf invaluable) our Conſtitution, 
thus to engage Providence in the Protection and 

Preſervation of it — eſpecially if we conſider, 
Secondly, That with the Proſperity of Jeru- 
ſalem our own is intimately united: Were there 
a Mixture of Circumſtances of a Nature ſo jar- 
ring, as to render the Proſperity. of the Govern- 
| z ment 
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ment we liv'd-under, irceconcileable with our 
own, i. e. was our Jeruſalem cſtabliſh'd upon 
the Principles of Slavery 1 in its Subjects either in 
Body, or Mind, or in Both;—and its Glory cal- 
culated unnaturally to ariſe from the Deſtruction 
of the religious and civil Rights of its People; 
ſuch as thinking freely, but modeſtly for them- 
ſelves in Matters of Conſcience and Salvation 
and of being governed by known, righteous, 
and equal Laws in temporal Affairs —Was this 
the unhappy Situation of our Jeruſalem, a bare 
Relation between Prince and People without 
even ſo much as a Conſiſtency of Intereſts—; 
Some perhaps might think themſelves bound 
to ſubmit to ſo inhuman a Conſtitution; but 
none ſure, who either truly Mal x 9" 7) or 
loved God, themſelves, or Mankind, could 
think chemſelves under any Obligation (which 
the Nature of Government, as ſuch, lays up- 
on them) to make the Continuance of fuch a 
Yoke the Object either of their Wiſhes or 
Prayers: No,—that public Prayer to God for 
the Proſperity of any Government may be truly 
a rational Service, it is neceſſary, that ſuch 
Proſperity ſhould be incluſive of, or at leaſt not 
deſtructive of that of the governed: The Apo- 
ſtle indeed exhorts, that Supplications and 
Prayers, and Interceſſions be made for Kings 

B and 
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and all that are in Authority; but was it the 
Intent, think ye, of the inſpired Writer? that 
we ſhould pray to God to eſtabliſh their Ty- 
ranny; to proſper their Uſurpations on the 
Lives and Properties of their Subjects, or ra- 
ther, that we ſhould pray for them, that God 
would ſo diſpoſe Log? Hearts, that they might 
anſwer the wholeſom End of their Inſtitution; 
be the Miniſters of God for Good to their Peo- 
ple, who being ſafe under their Protection, 
might thereby /ead quiet and peaceable Lives in 
all Godlines and Honefly—: I muſt repeat it, — 
The People's Happines being one and the ſame 
Thing with that of the Government makes it 
wiſe and rational for the People to pray for the 
Proſperity of it, ; "21S 
The annual Return of this Feſtival cannot 
1014 ; WL | | 

fail to remind thoſe, who are either too apt to 
forget, or not duly to refle& on the Bleſſings 
they enjoy; that ſuch by the Providence of God, 
is our preſent Felicity, which lays us under all 
the Obligations of Gratitude and Intereſt to 
pray for the Proſperity of our preſent Eſtabliſh- 
ment, ſince on the Continuance of that depends 
the Continuance of whatever can be dear to a 
free, wiſe, and religious People : Things are beſt 
preſerved by adhering prudently totheſame Prin- 
ciples, by which they were at firſt obtained: 
10 
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To what we of this Church and Nation owe 
the preſent Enjoyment of our holy Proteſtant 
Religion, and the Conſtitution of a free and 
legal Government, as no one can doubt; ſo 
no Man ſhould be aſhamed to confes with Joy: 
And that the Continuance of theſe Bleſſings 
muſt, under God, depend upon the happy 
Settlement, which that introduced, Experience, 
and our own Hiſtory may convince us: Our 
Fathers, who ſurvived the Anarchy and Con- 
fuſion of the laſt Age, juſtly rejoiced to ſee 
thoſe Storms blown over, and the Nation again 
ſettled in Peace, by the Reſtoration of the 
Royal Family to their Rights, and themſelves 
to their Religion, Laws and Liberties, — And 
being warm with the grateful Senſe of the 
Bleſſing, they rightly thought it their Duty to 
perpetuate the Memory thereof to their lateſt 
Poſterity; by conſecrating the Day on which 
that great Work was accompliſhed. — But alas! 
how ſoon had the happy Effects thereof vaniſh- 
ed, and nothing but the Name and Day of 
that great Criſis reached their earlieſt Sons, 
had not God multiplied his Mercies upon this 
Kingdom by a freſh Interpoſition of his Provi- 
— For what would it have availed us, 
chat the Reſtoration ſaved our Fathers from the 
wild Enthuſiaſm and Madnes of the People, if 
C 2 —_  - 
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the Revolution had not reſcued. us from the ar- | 
bitrary Deſigns of the ſucceeding Prince? And 
here, I cannot help obſerving the juſt Judg-, 
ment of God in puniſhing a raſh and ſinſul 
People, who do Evil, preſuming that Good may 
come of it: They rebelled againſt, dethroned, 
and murdered their King to preſerve their Laws 
and Liberties, and ſave the Nation, as they 
pretended, from Tyranny and Romiſb Idolatry, 
and that execrable Expedient had well nigh 
proved the fatal Mean of eſtabliſhing thoſe 
Evils by Law upon us: For the Violence com- 
mitted, againſt the Father drove the Sons to 
ſeek Shelter in a neighbouring Countrey, where 
they learned Rules and Maxims of Policy in- 
conſiſtent with our Laws, and Opinions 1 in Re- 
ligion as inconſiſtent with private Conſcience 
and the Goſpel: And thus furniſhed, thus in- 
ſtructed, \ returned in God's appointed 
Time to the Throne of theſe Kingdoms; one; 
to affirm nothing of the other, without Doubt, 
and without Diſguiſe, what the Father was un- 
juſtly .but ſuſpected to be: And thus, as I 
hinted — thoſe violent Meaſures, for which 
Conſcience and a Zeal for Religion and Liber- 
ty were pleaded, God in a judicial Way was 
near puniſhing with the entire Loſs of thoſe 


Bleſſings — : But % Judgement lie remembred 
Mercy, 


Mercy, raiſing up in this a peel Article of 
Time a mighty Delwerer for us, making all. 
Oppoſition fall' before him, till he became our 
anointed King: — He by his wiſe Rule accord- 
ing to the known Laws of the Realm eſtabliſh= 
ed the Nation; ſtaid the trembling Ark of 
God, and by his Skill and Foreſight fixed it 
forex than ever in our Jeruſalem For, as he 
laid the Foundation; ſo with a maſterly Hand 
he finiſhed tlie glorious Structure by ſettling 
the Crown on the preſent Royal Family — the 
auſpicious Omen of this happy Anniverſary: 
'This ſhort Hiſtory would furniſh us with many 
uſeful Leſſons, but I ſhall mention only one of 
them: It may convince us of this Land of this 
important and never to-be-forgotten Truth, that 
no one bred in arbitrary Principles, and under 
the Influence of popiſn Counſels, can ever be fit 
to preſide over a free People: May we then at 
laſt learn to know, when we are well: And 
not under a falſe Notion of being better, again 
hazard the Loſs of what Providence ſo graci- 
ouſly interpoſed to fave: Which brings me 


Thirdly to ſhow, that to pray tor the Peace 
of Jeruſalem implies ſomething more than 
Words: The Sincerity of our Devotion muſt 
be evidenced by a correſpondent uniform Beha- 

| vior: 
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vior: The Prophet tells of ſome, who faſted 
for Sirife and Debate : Aud aſk our Fathers, and 
they will tell us of ſome in their Days, who 
with Prayer and /eeking the Lord began and 

rpetrated the moſt horrid Enterprizes: To 
pray for the Peace of Feruſalem then, ſuppoſes, 
that we do not entertain ſuch Notions, or en- 
gage in ſuch Schemes, or Practiſes our ſelves, 
or abet and encourage them in others, as have 
a natural Tendency to diſturb it: The old 
Doctrines of Hereditary, undeſeaſible, unaliena- 
ble Right in the Crown — and of ab/olute un- 
conditional-paſſive Obedience in the Subject (the 
tutelar Maxims of Tyranny and Deſpotic 
Power) which were formerly ſo eagerly con- 
tended for; the one, as the Doctrine of the 
Goſpel, the other, as the Language of our 
Laws, and Eſſence of our Conſtitution —; 
Theſe for a while have been laid aſide, as uſe- 
les Weapons, that have loſt their Edge under 
the preſent happy State of Things: And as it is 
natural for weak Men to run, or for defigning 
Men to drive them from one Extreme to ano- 
ther, a Set of quite different Principles have 
ſucceeded: And we hear of nothing now, but 
Encomiums of unbounded Liberty; the Rights 
of the People, and the great Duty of perfect- 
ing that glorious Work, of which the Revolu- 


tion 
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tion was, they ſay, but the Foundation and 
imperfe&t Eſſay — A Piece of Policy, as it ap- 
pears to me, not unlike That the Court of 
Rome made uſe of at the Reformation, who, 
when they found themſelves too weak directly 
to oppoſe that bleſſed Work, hoped at leaſt to 
embarras the Progres of it, by preaching up, in 
artful Diſguiſes, the Neceſlity of {till greater Pu- 
rity, and of removing ſtill to a wider Diſtance 
from that Church, which, (with this View) they 
| hypocritically confeſſed was the very Sink of 
Corruption: What Succes this Artifice had, and 
how it anſwered the dark Purpoſes for which it 
was contrived; by diſuniting thoſe, who be- 
fore, tool ſweet Counſel together, and walked 
in the Houſe of God as Friends, can be a Plea- 
ſure to Thoſe only to tell, whoſe Cauſe it 
ſerved: ' Of the fame Nature, and deviſed for 
the ſame worthy Purpoſes, was that treacherous 
Expedient, practiſed by the lame artful Adver- 
faries in a late Reign; when a Declaration for 
 Toleratron, and Liberty of Conſcience — a Sul- 
penſion of all penal Laws in Matters of Religi- 
on, and of incapacitating, diſabling Statutes were 
the gracious Baits to allure us to our Ruin —. 
For, what was the Intent of ſuch general In- 
dulgence, but as the Hiſtorian ſays, to intro- 
duce in the End, a general: Perſecution? And 


we 
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we have Reaſon to ſuſpect, ſomething like this 
will/be the Caſe, whenever any ſeeming Good 
is offered from that Quarter: And, what a rank 
Harveſt theſe extravagant Notions lately ſown 
in the fertile Soil of this Iſland may produce, if 
not timely checked, we may gues from the Ap- 
pearance it makes in the Blade: Liberty | that 
goodly Tree, which God's own Hand hath 
planted amongſt us, and preſerved, when zhe 
Axe hath been laid to the Root of it, whole ge- 
nuine Fruits are like the Fruits of Wiſdom, more 
precious than fine Gold, is now running wild, 
and ſtretching her luxuriant Branches to the Sea: 
Thoſe who were formerly ſo docile, as to pre- 
tend to have learned the hard Taſk of ab/olute 
Submiſſion to the worſt of Governments, can 
ſcarcely now be taught, in the Method of un- 
common Lenity and Forbearance, the pleaſant 
Leſſon of legal Obedience to one of the beſt 
and mildeſt: — The Power of diſpenſing with 
the Laws, which is, in Effect, to rule without 
Law; the dangerous Prerogative claimed for- 
merly by ſome of our Princes' ſeems now to 
have changed Hands, and to be reckoned one 
of the boaſted natural Rights of the People, 
who have more than hinted, not only what 
Laws, they think, were fit to be made; but al- 
ſo, what they ſhould think fit quietly to obey: 


In 
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In whe ſome Men have talked and acted, as if 

they thought a free Government, a State of Li- 

8 implied like a State of Nature, in its very, 

Idea a Freedom of doing every one what is right 

in his own Eyes, and of talking, like thoſe of 

old who ſaid with our Tongues will we prevail, 

we are they that onght to ſpeak, who ſhall be 

Lord over us? Satiated with the Bleſſings of 

public Peace, and Plenty, like Jeſurun of old 

They wax fat, and kick, Requite their Bene- 

factors (by whoſe Care, and Providence they fit 
quietly every one cles his own Vine, and 4 1 

his own Fig Tree) with the irreverent Behavior, 
and Language of Licentiouſnes, — Licentiouſ- 

nes I ſay; for God forbid, a Spirit of Murmur 

and Diſcontent, of Riot and Sedition, of li- 
belling and levelling, ſhould ever be dignified 

wy the venerable Name of the Spirit of Liber- 

No, true Liberty, like that Fuftice which 

we ſee adminiſtred in our Days, preſerves to 

every one his Due, and like Charity, that moſt 

excellent Chriſtian Grace is not puſfed up; doth 

not behave it ſelf unſeemly, rejoiceth not in Ini- 

quity, but rejoiceth in the Truth: And while it 

retains this amiable Character will ever both 

excite and warrant the moſt ardent affectionate 


Prayers for the Peace of our Jern/alem, as It is 
now eſtabliſhed : But, 
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Pouribly, The praying for the Peace of Je- 
ruſalem includes many other Duties, of which 
I ſhall mention only one more, as being com- 
prchenſive of all the Reft—That of a good 
and holy Life: A Duty! which the Generality 
of Men, I fear, will think of all Duties the 


heavieſt : To pray for the public Peace, and 
at the ſame Time to allow our ſelves in ſuch a 
ſinful Courſe of Life, as has a direct Tendency 
to draw down the Vengeance of God, is more 
effectually to curſe than to pray: God reſpects the 
Lives more than the Prayers of a People, and 
rewards them, not ſo much, according to their 
Petitions, as according to the Righteoyſnes 
and public Virtue, he finds amongſt them. 
The Hiſtory of all Kingdoms and Nations con- 
firms the wiſe Man's Obſervation: Rigbteou/- 
nes exalteth a Nation; but Sin is the Reproach 
and will, ſooner or later, prove the Run of 
any People: And this, not only in a natural, 
but providential Way alſo: For public Commu- 
nities, can be rewarded or puniſhed, as ſuch, 
in this Life only: When Hael choſe them a 
King, and were fond of their new Government, 
it was not their own, or the Prayers of Samuel, 
that could fecure the Proſperity of it; But the 
good and the right May to perpetuate that Eſta- 
bliſhment was, as the Prophet honeſtly _— 
them 


[19] 
them, to fear the Lord, and to ſerve him in 
Truth with all their Heart, otherwiſe, notwith- 
ſtanding the ſeveral Marks and Tokens, which 
God had given them in particular, of his di- 
vine Love and Favour, / they till did wicked- 
ty, they ſhould be conſumed, both they and their 
King How truly the Prophet uttered this by 
the Spirit of, God, and how dreadfully Go 
executed what he had ſo ſolemnly denounced, 
appears from the Hiſtory of that People, when 
in ſome Ages after, they were delivered Cap- 
tive into the Hands of the King of Babylon, 
| who bound their King in Chams and ſlew hes 
Sons: God indeed bore long with their repeat- 
ed Provocations: The Piety of one or two of 
their Princes arreſted his Vengeance; but his 
Spirit would not always ftrwe with them— : 
Their Iniquities at laſt prevailed; ſo that he 
caſt, Judah out of his Sight, as he had done / 
rael before. —And Jeraſalem was trodden under 
Foot of the Gentiles: This Vineyard which God's 
own right Hand had planted—; her Fences 
were pulled down ; ſo that the Boar out of the 
Hard waſted it, and the wild Beaſts of the Field 
Aevoured it : Your own Thoughts will prevent 
the Application— : 1 ſhall only obſerve to you 
farther on this Head, what an Hiſtorian of our 
own has wrote for our Inſtruction, —That 

C 2 Luxury 
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Luxury, and univerſal Diſſolutenes of Manners in 
the People of this Nation, prepared the Way for 
the Norman Conqueſt (as they had for the Saxoz 
before) and pulled down that heavy Vengeance, 
as it was then thought, on our Forefathers— : 

I would not engage you in a diſagreeable Scene, 
by offering the unhappy Similitude, that 
may be traced between thoſe Times and our-- 
Let it ſuffice to ſay, that to thoſe, who can 
diſcern the Face of the Sky, a red and lowring 
one do not more naturally foretel foul Wea- 
ther, than the Encreaſe of Wickednes; the 
Overflowings of Ungodlines in a Nation, do the 


approaching Viſitation thereof: —Since then 


ſuch is the unhappy Influence of a bad Life, a 
Man that truly loves his Country, will not on- 


ly pray, but live for it—: He will not only 


like Abraham intercede for a ſinful People but 
like Abraham live —: And amongſt the many 
Motives to Virtue and Holines, he will eſteem 


this none of the leaſt , the Peace, the Pro- 


ſperity of Jeru/alem —: And thus having ſnewn 
the Reaſonableneſs of praying for Jeruſalem, 
and the Manner, in which we may beſt expres. 
the Sincerity both of our Prayers and Love for 
it, I proceed, 

Laſtly, To the eiten ter Motive, whereby 
tie Hſalimiſt encourages this Piety — : They ſhall 


proſper 
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proſper that love thee. And here I ſhall endea- 
vor briefly to deſcribe on what Grounds this 
Promiſe is founded. It is uſual with Zealots 
and ctafty Politicians to engage Men in their 
Cauſe by Aſſurances of Proſperity and Succes: 
And thus far they that pray for Jeruſalem, and 
thoſe that cry down with it, abun with it even 
ro the Ground; may alike lay claim to aBlefling: 


The Enthuſiaſts of the laſt Age, who overturn- 


ed this Church, and State, and ſpread Con fu- 
fron, and every evi W „ thro'oour- Borders, 
were made to believe, what they did was the 
Lord's Cauſe, who would: certainly proſper their 
handy Work. And they, who with different 
Views ſince, attempted the Subverſion of our 
Conſtitution, came, without doubt, loaded to 
the Enterprize with Bleſſings and Indulgences, 


from Him, who pretends to ſo abſolute a Com- 


miſſion from Heaven, as to ſay, that what he 
bleſſeth is "Weſſedis : Bar the Promiſe in the 
Text is neither the Effect of blind Zeal, nor 
worldly Policy; but is built / on an immoveable 
Foundation! as will appearycif de conſider, 
what this Jeruſalem was, to wheſe Friends and 
Lovers 2 is promiſed - Fernſalem was 
the Place of God's Houſe and Tabernacle; the 


Place where his Name was town, and truly 


worſfipped: There were alſo e Seats:vf ung 


ment ; 
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mem; Liberty and Pr perty were there ſafe 
and ſecure under the Protection of the Law: 


There were allo tbe Thrones, of David; à Royal 
Family, the choſen Favourites of Heaven were 


there eſtabliſhed to be the ſucceſſive Guardians 


of thoſe invaluable Bleſſings: The Conſtitution 
of Jeruſalem was framed both to promote God's 
Glory, and her People's Welfare: As certainly 


therefore as God in all Ages, and in all Coun- 


tries intends the Promotion of his own Honor, 
and the Good of Mankind; ſo certainly will 


He bles thoſe in particular, who ſhew their 
Concurrence with him, by helping forward 
ſuch public Eſtabliſhments, the very Frame 
V 


facilitate ſuch worthy Ends. If I am not miſ- 


taken in thinking our Jeruſalem thus conſtitut- 
ed, while her People live in the ſree Profeſſion 
of the true Religion; in the full Enjoyment 
of their Laws, Liberties, and Properties 
(Names too ſacred to be profaned) with the 
comfortable Proſpect of a Continuance of this 
Happines, by the ſettling of the preſent Royal 
Family amongſt us, under whole Preſidence, 
Experience teaches us we may enjoy (if we 
are not wanting to our ſelves) every Bleſſing 


that can flow from a free and legal Govern- 


ment, and an able Adminiſtration, If I am 
| not 


[ 23 ] 
not miſtaken in the Compariſon, I cannot be 
miſtaken, either in wiſhing, or praying for the 
Peace of this Jeruſalem myſelf, or in promi- 
ling that it ſhall be” M n all thoſe, that 
join their Hearts and Voices with me, fince 

we have the Word of God, and the Wiſdom 
and Steadineſs of | his Vice- erent for it—, 
that they ſhall praſper that- = ber, Amen, 
Amen, | 
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